
The calendar year in review was a positive and even celebratory one for the Randell Cottage Writers

Trust after the financial concerns experienced at the end of the previous year. We successfully

overcame the challenge of a significant funding loss and were able to advance the vision of our

founders by hosting two outstanding writers for the long-term residencies that distinguish our

fellowships. Underpinning these residencies, we maintained our heritage building as a safe and

welcoming environment, providing pastoral support for the writers and a programme of outreach to

the community.

Our 2024 Annual Report noted that the Trust’s application for Creative New Zealand funding for our

New Zealand writers’ stipends for the coming three years had been unsuccessful. We faced the

existential threat of no longer being able to offer the six-month residencies that had been a feature at

Randell Cottage for more than twenty years. Without that residency, the accompanying French

programme and the maintenance of the heritage building as home to the laureates were equally under

threat. 

We therefore undertook a fundraising Boosted campaign with the help of the Arts Foundation. This

exercise dominated the first quarter of the year. It attracted a heartwarming level of support, exceeding

our original goal and ensuring that our selected candidate, Saraid de Silva, could take up her residency

from July to December - to the satisfaction of her many fans who eagerly awaited the publication of

her second novel. 

We acknowledge with deep appreciation the role played by the Friends of the Randell Cottage Writers

Trust Inc, who are key to our continued ability to serve. We also thank a number of special donors

who have committed to making ongoing contributions to the Trust. 

In May we welcomed Dame Fiona Kidman as our new Patron, alongside the French Ambassador H.E.

Mme Laurence Beau. Dame Fiona is a founding member of the Trust and agreed to accept the new

role upon completing her term as President of the Friends. We were fortunate to have a stable and

dedicated group of Trustees during the year, each of whom donated many hours of voluntary service

to our work. 

Randell Cottage Writers Trust 
WELLINGTON 6140 New Zealand
www.randellcottage.co.nz. 
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Overview 

http://www.randellcottage.co.nz/


In January, we said ‘ia orana’ to our newest arrival, Titaua Peu from

Tahiti. Titaua was our first French resident from French Polynesia. The

only previous laureate from the wider region had been Nicholas

Kurtovich, who joined us in 2007 from New Caledonia. 

Considered one of the principal French-speaking voices in the literature

of the Pacific, Titaua focuses her writing on Polynesian society, the

impact of colonialism and the place of women.

With two published novels to her credit, Titaua’s Randell Cottage

project was designed to advance a dystopian trilogy, Disruptive, built

around Polyneian mythologies and the great migrations across Te

Moana-nui-a-kiwa. Titaua took the opportunity of the residency to

engage with Māori communities and explore the commonalities and

differences of Aotearoa and Tahitian cosmologies, in order to contribute

to her concept of a future united Polynesia. 
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Residents Past, Present and Future 
Randell Cottage is a Category II History Building dating from 1867 and restored in the 1990s. It is a rare

example of colonial domestic architecture, situated in Thorndon, Wellington, close to the city, the botanic

gardens and research institutions. The Trust aims to host a French writer for the first half of the calendar year

and a New Zealand writer for the second half. Residents receive rent-free accommodation and a living cost

stipend. A full list of past writers-in-residence is appended to this report, as are the post-residency reports of

the 2025 recipients.

“In fact, the atmosphere of the Cottage, the time I was able to dedicate to writing on a daily basis, the

geographical setting, the people I was able to meet and the places I was able to visit (even on an unofficial

basis) provided me with the material I needed to write a part of this forthcoming novel.”

The 2025 New Zealand writer was Saraid de Silva.

Of Sri Lankan/ Pākehā heritage, Saraid had had

outstanding success and recognition with her first

novel Amma. Saraid spent the second half of 2025

in Randell Cottage deeply engrossed in finalising

her second as-yet-untitled novel. 

She told us: 

“The delights of Te Whanganui-a-Tara, its literary community and landmarks aside, the real joy offered by

my residency at Randell was the uninterrupted time to write… I left the residency with a draft of the full

manuscript sent to my agent. It was so much more than what I hoped my time would result in. 

Because I had never had six months to myself in this fashion, I arrived not really grasping how productive it

would allow me to be. What I was able to send at the end of my residency was polished and honed.“
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Alumni News 
Three alumni of the Randell Cottage Writers Fellowship featured in

the longlisting for the 2025 Ockham New Zealand Book Awards.

They were Kirsty Gunn (2009) for Pretty Ugly and Tina Makereti

(2014) for The Mires, both in the Jann Medlicott Acorn category for

Fiction, and Peter Walker (2011) for Hard by the Cloud House, in

General Non-Fiction. Our prospective 2025 resident, Saraid de

Silva, appeared in the Jann Medlicott Acorn list for her novel

Amma.

Rachel O’Neill, Writer-in-Residence 2023, launched their Queer

Symphony at events in February and March, including a special

lunchtime event at Unity Books on 25 March. In October, Rachel

was awarded the prestigious Burns Fellowship at the University of

Otago for 2026. They plan to develop narrative poems and prose

poems for their fourth book of poetry, Master of the Female Half-

Lengths, as well as beginning to outline and conduct research for

their fifth book, a verse novel called Captured Stars, set in planetaria

around the world.

The selection of essa may ranapiri as the next Randell Cottage Writing Fellow was announced in January

2026. Poet, writer and academic from Kirikiriroa Hamilton, essa may (Ngaati Raukawa, Ngaati Puukeko, Te

Arawa and Clan Gunn) has published poetry, reviews, and essays over the past eight years of working as a

writer, most notably their two poetry collections, ransack (2019) and ECHIDNA (2022), and a forthcoming

third collection, Puke, to be published in 2026. 

Thanks to our fundraising campaigns, this residency will be fully funded by generous donors and additional

support from the Friends of Randell Cottage. We look forward to the arrival of essa may and family in July

2026, with their first novel in prospect, Te Rama Tuna/Eeling by Torchlight, a coming-of-age story about two

young trans Māori. 

essa may ranapiri

https://www.nzbookawards.nz/new-zealand-book-awards/2025-awards/longlist/


Events were arranged during the year to showcase our writers-in-residence, most particularly our annual

Open Day and special evening event at the National Library. Titaua Peu was the guest speaker at the Annual

General Meeting of the Friends in April. She followed a busy schedule of talks to Alliance Française groups

around the country that were facilitated by the French Embassy, with Trustee Jean Anderson chairing

Titaua’s session at the Alliance in Palmerston North. 

Special events
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French writers
We were delighted to learn of the following works created during 2025 by past Randell Cottage lauréates,

thanks to the connections maintained by the French Embassy in Wellington and by some of our francophone

Trustees. 

David Fauquemberg (2015) translated into French The Tree of Man, by Australian novelist and 1973 Nobel

Prize winner Patrick White.

Josef Schovanec (2017) published a study on autism and employment, As soon as we let human difference in, our

quarrels dissipate.

Amélie Lucas-Gary (2018) announced the publication of her new books Ma voix de Dieu by hématomes

editions and La Planche by Vanloo editions. 

Amaury Da Cunha (2020) published Touche Fantome and Sonner dans le vide.

Sedef Ecer (2023) adapted her novel Trésor National into a play and was one of the 20 favourites of the

newspaper Le Parisien out of the 1724 plays at the Festival d’Avignon. Also in 2025, her play, First Lady, was

translated and played in the United States. 

Julien Blanc-Gras (2024), who had spent time in Haiti after returning from his New Zealand residency,

published a series of articles on his experiences there.

In July, Trust Patron and founding trustee

Dame Fiona Kidman launched The

Midnight Plane (Otago University Press), a

collection of selected and new poems. 

This was later followed by a special

showing - organised by the Friends of

Randell Cottage - of Fiona’s acclaimed

documentary ‘The House Within’,

directed by Joshua Prendeville.  

Right: Dame Fiona Kidman signs a copy of 
The Midnight Plane for Trust Chair Christine Hurley.



5

Clockwise from top left: Poet Khadro Mohamed and Dame Fiona Kidman; previous Randell
Cottage residents Hinemoana Baker and Rachel O’Neill with current resident Saraid de Silva;

Hinemoana Baker reads to visitors at Randell Cottage.

Randell Cottage is opened to the public annually.

The Open Day is registered as part of the

Wellington Heritage Festival and is included in a

Thorndon Historic Houses walking tour with the

nearby Rita Angus and Lilburn properties. On

Sunday, 19 October, we were thrilled when the

threatening rain and wind cleared to give us a

beautifully sunny afternoon. 

Open Day

The Friends of Randell Cottage took the lead in

coordinating the event, which included tours of the house

itself, complimentary afternoon teas in the garden and a

series of readings by poets and authors selected in

consultation with Saraid de Silva as the current resident. A

particular highlight was the attendance of a family of

Randell descendants, fascinated to explore the small 19th

century cottage that had once been home to the original

Randell couple and their ten children.
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Patrons and Trustees

National Library Writers Evening
Saraid de Silva featured in the Trust’s annual public event for readers and supporters, held on 3 December in the

National Library auditorium in Wellington. While cautious about exposing her current writing which she simply

calls ‘second novel’, Saraid shared early glimpses into a very different environment from her much acclaimed

book, Amma. The new French Cultural Counsellor, François Bockel, introduced a video capturing the

experience of our first resident from French Polynesia, Titaua Peu. And for those whose memories were still

vivid from 2024’s evening with writer Hinemoana Baker, we showed the new videos in which she reflected on

time spent at Randell Cottage and read her complex poem, Placard: Te Ahumairangi inspired by the Toitū Te

Tiriti march.

An unexpected opportunity was

being able to welcome the attendance

of Peter Jensen from Tauranga. Peter

is a descendant of the original

Randell family and, with his siblings,

a generous supporter of the Trust.

 

We are grateful for the National

Library's support in enabling Randell

Cottage to host this public event to

showcase our most recent writers.

The Library has been an essential

source of research for many of our

writers-in residence, who have been

professionally guided by library staff.

The Randell Cottage Writers Trust was formed in 2001. The restored heritage building was generously donated

by the Randell Price family to meet the demand for a Wellington-based residence for writers. The Trust Deed

provides for up to ten voluntary Trustees including at least three with a professional knowledge of literature.

The 2025 Trustees are listed in an appendix to this report. Their profiles are available on the website

www.randellcottage.co.nz. The Trust Chair is ex officio a member of the Executive Committee of the Friends

of Randell Cottage, whose details are also carried on the website. 

The Trust traditionally invites the Ambassador of France to New Zealand to become one of our Patrons. That

position is currently held by H.E. Mme Laurence Beau, whose support we greatly appreciate. 

Our previous Patron and founding member, Sir Vincent O’Sullivan passed away in April 2024. We were

honoured to welcome Dame Fiona Kidman, also a founding member – and a trustee emerita - to take up the

formal role of Patron as of April 2025, in Sir Vincent’s place. Dame Fiona had previously served for an active

and impactful year as the President of the Friends of Randell Cottage.

http://www.randellcottage.co.nz/


Goal 2: Select, house and support a diverse and representative range of NZ writers

The New Zealand writer in residence from July to December 2025 was Sri Lankan/Pākehā author and

arts worker Saraid de Silva, already recognised at home and abroad for her first novel, Amma. Saraid

had previously worked in radio and as a storyliner, scriptwriter and script editor on New Zealand

television shows. She was the first writer of Sinhalese descent to take up residency at Randell Cottage,

Saraid was chosen following the Trust’s well-established and open selection process, with application

details being widely promoted online and via literary, publishing and academic circles. 

The panel was chaired by Trustee James Norcliffe with the participation of fellow Trustees Francis

Cooke and Melissa Wasney and an external panellist. A detailed analysis that demonstrated the

diversity of applicants in terms of gender, ethnicity, regional distribution and age was submitted to the

Trust as background to the panel’s recommendations.

Goal 3: Support and house selected French residents 

For the first half of 2025, we hosted Titaua Peu as our first laureate from French Polynesia, renowned

for her writings on Polynesian society and the impact of colonialism. In conjunction with the French

Embassy in Wellington, Titaua was supported in her writing project for her dystopian novel Disruptive
to visit marae, kura and kohanga reo, and participated in Alliance Française sessions across the

country. She addressed the AGM of the Friends of Randell Cottage and explored local research

services. 

Trustee Jean Anderson participated in the selection jury convened by the French Embassy for the

2026 French laureate, who has been announced as Katia Astafieff, writer, traveller and science

populariser. For her Randell Cottage project, Katia plans to trace the footsteps of 19th-century

botanical illustrator, Marianne North, who visited New Zealand in the 1880s.
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Activities against Strategic Goals

Goal 1: Preserve and maintain the Randell Cottage

Following the repairs to the Cottage roof in the previous year, regular dampness checks were carried

out during 2025. These confirmed that the work had proved highly effective and had prevented further

leakages. It was noted, however, that some water damage to interior walls would need to be addressed

in due course. 

Funds for a larger scale re-roofing have therefore been set aside by the Friends of Randell Cottage until

required. Regular care of the Cottage and garden included maintenance by a commercial gardener,

arborist’s work on surrounding hedges; replacement of bedding and disposal of surplus furniture.



Goal 5: Administer the Trust’s assets efficiently and with integrity 
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Goal 4: Maintain high quality relationships with funders, partners and supporters

Reporting obligations to funders were fulfilled on time and to specification. The Trust’s Annual Report

2024 was widely distributed and made available on the Trust’s website. 

The Trust maintained warm and effective working relationships with the Ambassador and staff of the

French Embassy in Wellington, notably Cultural Counsellor Eric Soulier and Cultural Cooperation

Officer Noémie Clarke. Later in the year we farewelled Eric Soulier and welcomed his successor François

Bokel, who was introduced to members and supporters at the annual writers’ event on 3 December.

We continued to rely with deep gratitude upon support from the Wellington City Council, which

provided a grant from its Annual Stability Fund towards our operational needs under the Aho Tini

programme. We acknowledge the guidance received from elected councillors and staff on the most

appropriate coverage of our applications.

We stayed in regular contact with Jessica Palalagi, General Manager of the Arts Foundation, which

manages the Sub-Trust Fund established to support the annual French residency. In the current year, we

received crucial assistance from Jessica and her team, when they hosted our highly-successful Boosted

campaign that funded the 2025 New Zealand writer’s stipend. 

We received valuable support from Unity Books Wellington, the New Zealand Society of Authors and

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, whose collegiality we acknowledge with great appreciation.

We kept up our long-standing connection with Creative New Zealand but were unable to attract further

funding for the work of the Trust during the period.

The Trust worked closely with our support organisation, the Friends of the Randell Cottage Writers Trust

Inc. The Trust Chair participated in meetings of the Friends’ Executive Committee ex officio, as provided

for in the Friends’ founding Rules, while the Friends were in turn represented by their President at Trust

meetings. The Friends supported the Trust’s work with their fundraising activities and in practical terms

with working bees at the Cottage. They contributed an annual sum towards the Trust’s work and helped

meet costs arising from maintenance issues, notably the roofing leaks. The Trust is hugely appreciative of

the Friends’ invaluable and ongoing support. 

Trust finances continued to be soundly managed and met audit requirements, with audited accounts being

made publicly available on the Trust’s website. A subcommittee of Trustees maintained an oversight of all

transactions which included requiring payments to be authorised by two subcommittee members. 

A new Treasurer, Tanya Prince, was appointed in May.



Goal 6: Communicate and celebrate the Trust’s work 

The Trust’s activities and news about its writers-in-residence were communicated via the Annual

Report, the Trust’s website www.randellcottage.co.nz., Facebook page and other social media sites,

special functions, launches and literary events. 

Annual Reports, financial reports and the post-residence reports of writers were made available

online. We liaised with the Friends of Randell Cottage to provide material for their Friday Flashes to

keep their membership informed.

A key record of the Randell Cottage New Zealand Fellows is a series of short videos commissioned

by the Trust from Godwit Films and augmented by a similar series prepared by the French

Embassy. The videos featuring each of our 2025 writers-in-residence are available on the Randell

Cottage website. They are also supplied to the Turnbull Library to ensure they are retained long-

term as part of the library’s oral history collection.

Christine Hurley
Chair, Randell Cottage Writers Trust
May 2026
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Randell Cottage, October 2026

http://www.randellcottage.co.nz/


Randell Cottage Writers Trust Board of Trustees 2025

Patrons 

Trustees 

Jean Anderson 

Francis Cooke

Christine Hurley (Chair)

James Norcliffe 

Gordon Stewart 

Catherine van Melle

Melissa Wastney

H.E. Mme Laurence Beau, Ambassador of France

Dame Fiona Kidman DNZM OBE 
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Treasurer

Tanya Prince



Randell Cottage Writers as at December 2025

Sedef Ecer 

Caroline Laurent

Michalia Arathimos 

Paddy Richardson 

James Norcliffe 

Stephen Daisley 

Stephanie Johnson 

Owen Marshall 

David Fauquemberg 

Than-Van Tran-Nhut 

Estelle Nollet 

Florence Cadier 

Pat White 

Fariba Hachtroudi 

Olivier Bleys 

Nicolas Kurtovich 

Beryl Fletcher 

Renée 

Pierre Furlan 

Charles Juliet 

Nadine Ribault 

2023

2022

2020 

2019 

2018 

2017 

2016 

2015 

2015 

2014 

2013 

2011 

2010 

2009 

2008 

2007 

2006 

2005 

2004 

2003 

2002 

Lynn Davidson

Amaury da Cunha 

Karin Serres 

Amélie Lucas-Gary 

Josef Schovanec 

Nicolas Fargues 

Witi Ihimaera 

Tina Makereti 

Denis Welch 

Vivienne Plumb 

Peter Walker 

Yann Aperry 

Kirsty Gunn 

Jennifer Compton 

Whiti Hereaka 

Annie Saumont 

Dominique Mainard 

Michael Harlow 

Tim Corballis 

Peter Wells 

2022 

2020 

2019 

2018 

2017 

2017 

2015 

2014 

2013 

2012 

2011 

2011 

2009 

2008 

2007 

2006 

2005 

2004 

2003 

2002 

Rose Lu 2022 

Caroline Laurent 2023
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Rachel O’Neill 2023 

Julien Blanc-Gras 2024 Hinemoana Baker 2024

Titaua Peu 2025 Saraid de Silva 2025



In fact, the atmosphere of the Cottage, the time I was

able to dedicate to writing on a daily basis, the

geographical setting, the people I was able to meet and

the places I was able to visit (even on an unofficial

basis) provided me with the material I needed to write a

part of this forthcoming novel. 

Not a great fan of 'popular' museums or historical

centres, I preferred to discover New Zealand, during

my stay in Wellington, through its people. 
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Report from Titaua PEU
Resident January - June 2025

I am Titaua PEU, a Tahitian writer (since 2003), and

the 2025 writer in residence in the Randell Cottage,

under the auspices of the Randell Cottage Writers

Trust and the French Embassy in New Zealand. My

stay in Wellington ran from 20 January until 5 June

2025.

My gratitude goes to the organisers of this residency

which celebrated its 20-year anniversary in 2022. 

Selected on the basis of my forthcoming novel,

Disruptive, I believe that some of its themes, for

example the exploration of the great Polynesian

migrations, the references to mythical characters such

as Kupe, as well as the journeys back and forth

between Aotearoa and Hawaiki nui, were a major

factor in the selection committee's decision: my

thanks, again, to the committee members.

This residency gave me the opportunity to progress

my writing project. 

Arrival at Randell Cottage: Titaua is welcomed by French Cultural
Counsellor Éric Soulier, Trust member Catherine van Melle, and

Chair Christine Hurley. 
Photo by Nick Hurley

Numerous visits to Porirua, and an immersive stay at

Hongoeka marae in Plimmerton taught me about

aspects of Māori life and culture which are quite similar

to those in Tahiti and its distant archipelagoes. 

I was also able to visit the Māori language academy, the

Māori university in Ōtaki on the Kāpiti Coast, several

kohanga reo and kura... as well as the Beehive, notably

during a formal visit to the Pāti Māori.



Official presentations organised by the French Embassy, hosted at the Residence as well as the various

Alliances Françaises in Wellington, Palmerston North, Christchurch and Auckland, and in a number of

libraries and bookshops (Palmerston North and Christchurch) and during the Auckland Writers

Festival in May were intensely rewarding, and allowed me to meet some lovely people and/or to

establish future connections.
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One black mark, however: I was not lucky enough to present my work at the well-known Unity Books in

Wellington or to a local academic audience (in universities for example). This is a great disappointment

and does nothing to develop the links we could establish across our great Oceania (Moana Nui a Hiva). 

That said, I spent 5 absolutely exceptional months in Aoteaoroa, in terms of both creativity and

connectivity.

On another, more practical level, the $3,000 monthly is more than adequate for a frugal person like me. 

I will end with my warmest thanks to the Randell Cottage Trust, to Christine and Nick, Jean Anderson

and Catherine for their availability and their support!

A great big mauruuru (thank you) to the Embassy team: Noémie Clarke, Eric Soulier, Agathe, Anne… 

Ngā Mihi,

Kakite

Titaua PEU
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Report to Trustees from Saraid de Silva
Resident July - December 2025

I arrived at Randell Cottage with a car full of books, my office chair wedged upside down on the passenger seat,

and quite exhausted after my drive from Tāmaki Makaurau. Christine, Nick and Catherine were waiting at

Randell Cottage to welcome me. Over the next few days I took my time moving in, making sure I had things as

I wanted them, getting used to Wellington and how much colder it was in July than home. 

Once settled, I thoroughly enjoyed the experience of getting my bearings. I found there was beautiful coffee a

one-minute walk away at Goods and saw Kārearea for the first time on Te Ahumairangi. I participated in

Writers on Mondays at Te Papa, speaking with Michelle Duff and Tina Makereti. This was a series I also really

enjoyed being in the audience for as it was so well-curated. 

Saraid de Silva talks to Trustee Francis Cooke about her work in an event at the National Library

I was lucky enough to head up to Te Herenga Waka University and speak with the students at the International

Institute of Modern Letters. Nafanua Purcell and I talked about the transition from studying to trying to work as a

writer. A few months later I went to the students’ end-of-year reading series at Meow and listened to them present

small excerpts of their work. I managed to attend Nina Mingya Powles’ book launch at Unity Books, where I

spent a lot of my time (and stipend). 

Each Monday night I particularly enjoyed the screenings at the Embassy, held by Wellington Film Society. They

were fun, super enriching, and this was somewhere I would invariably find my friends from all communities

colliding.

Finishing up my residency involved a talk with Francis Cooke at the National Library. I was able to share a small

extract from the novel I have been working on, and have some great discussions with friends and fellow writers

afterward. Francis is among one of the many writers I enjoyed being in the same city with during my residency. 
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Going to events by and for Wellington writers, seeing how people

navigate their lives and careers in another city, and being somewhere long

enough to feel like I became a small part of it was a feature of this

residency I really enjoyed. 

I left the residency with a draft of the full manuscript sent to my agent. It was so much more than what I

hoped my time would result in. Because I had never had six months to myself in this fashion, I arrived not

really grasping how productive it would allow me to be. What I was able to send at the end of my residency

was polished and honed. 

Clockwise from bottom left:  Saraid de Silva reflects on her time at Randell Cottage in
these stills from a forthcoming video about her residency; Saraid and poet Chris Tse
at the Randell Cottage Open Day.

My time at Randell Cottage exceeded my expectations and I am truly grateful to Randell Cottage Trustees for

all the effort they put into maintaining this unique residency. 

In 2026 I am headed to London for the inaugural Kidman Writers Residency. Randell Cottage put me in

touch with Dame Fiona Kidman, one opportunity springing from another, as is so often the way. 

Written with immense gratitude, 

Saraid.

When I arrived, I was around two-thirds of the way through my second novel. I managed to finish my first

draft and wrote a few more besides. I was also able to work on a short story. I have never had the time to

work on more than one creative writing project before Randell Cottage. 

The delights of Te Whanganui-a-Tara, its literary community and

landmarks aside, the real joy offered by my residency at Randell was the

uninterrupted time to write. Really every day was just me and my book. 
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